RENDEZVOUS IN HELL

herself: "Why did he leave me so suddenly, without any explanation?
Did he ever really love me?"

Auguerenc bent down to Ines's ear and said in his accustomed tone,
which contained both honey and gall: "It all makes a pretty family
picture, doesn't it? A pity our friend Brayat doesn't paint this type of
composition. It'd make a splendid piece for a museum, particularly if
he included indications of the sexual relationships of those present. The
combinations are infinite. We ought all to be holding fans over our
genitals. But what's the matter with the little Schoudler girl? She's
not saying a word. Is Simon making her unhappy already? Or is it
your presence?"

Marie-Ange was waiting for the patisseries, hoping that there would
be chocolate eclairs. She was not quite happy that several of Simon's
mistresses should be at the same table and that her youth should have
relegated her to its bottom. "Of course, if I were married to Simon, it
would all be different. I should not feel so humiliated, particularly
today in my condition. But has he seen his wife? Some decision must
be taken, I must know." She tried to catch Simon's eye, but noticed
that he rarely turned in her direction.

Marthe Bonnefoy, still beautiful, still royal beneath her crown of
white hair, was giving advice about parliamentary tactics to two young
Deputies.

And fimile Lartois, in his whistling voice, was developing amusing
paradoxes about what archaeologists would be writing about Versailles
in three thousand years' time, on the hypothesis that it would be
destroyed in the war.

"One will be able to read in the Guide Bleu of the period," said the
Academician: " 'The central monument was the great Temple in which
the French, a people of primitive mentality, celebrated the worship of
the sun, as is evidenced by the numerous emblems that have been dis-
covered. The recent excavations, made by Schmoll and Tinker, have
revealed a piece of the royal head-dress. This flat head-dress bears
indeed the letters R.F., the initials of King Raymond I Falli&res, who
is also referred to by some authorities as Poincar6, Under the Fallz&res
dynasty, concerning which we have the most information, and which
immediately succeeded that of the Capets, the French were organized
as a theocracy. They gathered every seven years in one of the halls
of the Temple to elect their High Priest,. / "

te... And at the sacred feast which preceded the ceremony," inter-
rupted Wilner, "they devoured the entrails of the preceding High
Priest."

It was twenty minutes past one. There were signs of movement all
over the room. Simon attracted the attention of the Members of
Parliament at the table and rose with them to go to the Congress.
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